Social Studies Sequence Chart

The Central Social Studies department offers numerous opportunities to learn and grow in understanding of our complex world.
The courses are sequenced to develop skills necessary to be productive citizens within our country. We have two sequences of
courses. One track follows general courses and the other track follows the Advanced Placement (AP) courses. There are no
prerequisites within the Social Studies department to take an AP class at any time. A student does not have to begin in 9th
grade with an AP class in order to take an AP class later in his/her high school career.

Global Studies

Global Studies is afreshman level course designed to introduce students to the various disciplines

within the social sciences. Students will learn and apply historical thinking skills as they move
through the course. While investigating an array of historical time periods, students will engage in
inquiry-based studies. Throughout the course, they will think like geographers, political scientists,
economists, and sociologists as they learn about the world. This course will prepare freshmen with

the necessary disciplinary literacy skills to be successful in their future social studies courses.

Graduation Requirements

3 Credits
1 credit - Global Studies/AP Human Geography
1 credit - US History/AP US History
.5/1 credit - Government/AP Government
.5 credit - Elective

US History
U.S. History examines America as it enters the Twentieth Century. Political and social change is
examined as well as America's rise as a world power. This course offers students a general

understanding of the past and present while preparing tl

m to become an active member of a

democratic society.

Government
American Government prepares to participate in
local, state, and national government and helps
them understand what they will be participating
in. A government can only be as effective as
those who choose to participate. The course
covers the following areas: 1) federal, state,
and local government and the relationship
between them; 2) history, structure and function
of the American political system; 3) the
Constitution; 4) political parties, labels, interest

groups; 5) voting; 6) civil liberties; 7) economic
system (comparative); 8) democratic system of
government compared to other world
governments and the United States' influence
on those governments.

Sociology
Sociology, as the study of human group
behavior, seeks to involve the student in
techniques of observing, describing, analyzing,
and predicting. The student learns to investigate
and critically examine the causes and
consequences of behavior and theories relating
to problems and concerns that exist within our
society. Specific concerns are covered in each of
the units: culture, socialization, social structure
and stratification, inequalities, and crime.
Students will gain an understanding of the
problems of society, how to live with these
problems and when applicable, how to solve
them.

Psychology
The basic subject matter of Psychology is
human behavior. The news media frequently cite
examples of psychological phenomena such as
emotional problems, drug use and abuse, racism,
violence, and sexuality. In this course, we will
examine such topics as learning, memory,
perception, motivation, development, stress,
intelligence and personality testing, abnormal
behavior and therapy with an emphasis on
applying these to the individual behavior. This
course has a two-fold purpose. The first purpose
is to give tie student a better understanding of
self and others. The second purpose is to
familiarize the student with the subject of
psychology for help in considering further
educational plans.

Economics

Introduction to Economics is intended for
students to gain a basic understanding of how

markets work through the use of supply and

demand tools. They will also gain an

understanding about their role in the economy

and be able to make rational decisions as
participants in that economy. The course will also

focus on the market economy at both the

microeconomic and macroeconomic levels,

including international market.

BA

AP Human Geography
AP Human Geography introduces students to the connections between people and the Earth. A

9th G d significant outcome of this course is student awareness of the relevance of geography to their life
rade ——» and decision-making processes. Historical information serves to enrich analysis of major global

mes such as population, culture, political and urban geography, agriculture,
velopment and globalization, and map fundamentals. Students will gain a better
understanding of the world in which we live today.

AP Psychology
e exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of
subfields of psychology. The major subfields that will be explored include the following:
sychology, Research Methods, Biological Bases of Behavior, Sensation and Perception,
of Consciousness, Learning, Cognition, Emotion, Development, Personality, Mental
nd Treatment, and Psychological Testing. Workload in this course will be similar to that
ntroductory college-level course and will stress critical thinking, reading, and writing.

10th Grade -

AP US History

are students for intermediate college courses by making demands upon them

se made by an introductory college course. Students will learn to assess

s and their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability and

to weigh evidence and interpretations present in historical scholarship. The
will develop the skills to arrive at conclusions based on informed judgment,

ent reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

11th Grade

AP Government
covers constitutional foundations (including civil liberties); media and public opinion;
ies, interest groups and voting; the public policy institutions (the bureaucracy,

<%

12th Grade Y&

tive, and judicial branches); and the current economic, social, and national
our country. Students will additionally explore supplemental readings and
court decisions not covered in American Government.

AP Macroeconomics
s the economy as a whole, dealing with economic concepts from the
| levels. Issues such as unemployment, inflation and economic growth
This course is intended for any student who is interested in a business,
eting career. Its intent is to give students a solid base in economics by
m to many of the concepts they will need to master in college.

AP Macroecon
government to i
are key concepts
political, legal
intro

AP Microeconomics

mics studies individual element inthe economy. This includes the firm and industry,
labor markets, labor unions, price theory and the role of the government. This course is intended for
any student whois interested in a business, political, legal or marketing career. lts intent is to give
students a solid base in economics by introducing them to many of the concepts they will need to
master in college.
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